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ARTICLE  I 

SECTION  1.  This  organization  shall  be  known 
as  the  Massachusetts  State  CIO  Industrial  Union 
Council,  and  shall  be  affiliated  with  the  Congress 
of  Industrial  Organizations  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  charter  granted  by  the  Congress 
of  Industrial  Organizations. 

ARTICLE  II 

Objects 

SECTION  1.  The  objects  of  the  Council  shall 
be  through  united  action  to  protect,  maintain, 
and  advance  the  interests  of  all  working  people 
in  its  territory,  to  extend  unionism  on  the  basis 
of  industrial  organization,  to  secure  and  enforce 
legislation  in  the  interests  of  the  working  people, 
to  promote  recognition  and  acceptance  of  collec- 
tive bargaining  in  industry,  and  to  increase 
public  understanding  of  the  labor  movement. 

ARTICLE  III 

Officers  and  Elections 

SECTION  1.  The  Executive  Officers  of  the 
Council  shall  consist  of  a  President,  three  Vice- 
Presidents,  and  a  Secretary-Treasurer. 

SECTION  2.  There  shall  be  an  Executive 
Board  composed  of  the  President,  three  Vice- 
Presidents,  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  ten  Board 
Members.  No  more  than  two  Board  Members 
shall  come  from  the  same  International  Union. 

SECTION  3.  The  Executive  Officers  and 
Board  Members  shall  be  elected  at  the  annual 
convention  and  shall  hold  office  unless  removed 
for  cause,  until  their  successors  have  been  elected 
or  installed  in  office. 


SECTION  4.  Only  delegates  whose  local  union 
fees  are  paid  to  date  shall  be  eligible  to  run  for 
office. 

SECTION  5.  Elections  shall  be  by  secret 
ballot  and  a  plurality  vote  shall  be  required  to 
elect  the  President,  Vice-Presidents  and  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, and  ten  Board  Members. 

SECTION  6.  Before  a  secret  vote  is  taken,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  or  presiding 
officer  to  appoint  no  more  than  five  (5)  tellers  to 
see  that  the  ballots  are  properly  counted  and  to 
safeguard  the  secrecy  and  honesty  of  the  vote. 

SECTION  7.  A  permanent  vacancy  in  an  office 
caused  by  death  or  otherwise,  except  when  a 
vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  the  President, 
shall  be  filled  by  appointment,  by  the  President 
subject  to  the  disapproval  of  the  Executive  Board 
by  a  majority  vote  at  their  next  regular  meeting. 

SECTION  8.  At  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
office,  by  termination  or  otherwise,  of  any  officer, 
said  officer  shall  turn  over  to  his  successor  all 
money,  property,  papers,  records  and  books  of 
the  Council  that  may  be  in  his  possession. 

SECTION  9.  No  one  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Communist  Party,  or  of  a  Communist,  Nazi  or 
Fascist  organization  shall  be  eligible  for  election 
or  appointment  to  any  office  or  hold  any  office  in 
the  Massachusetts  State  CIO  Industrial  Union 
Council. 

ARTICLE  IV 
Duties  of  Officers 

SECTION  1.  The  President  shall  preside  and 
preserve  order  at  the  annual  convention  and  at 
all  meetings  of  the  Executive  Board.  He  shall 
transact   such   other   business   as   may  of   right 


appertain  to  the  office.  He  shall  be  an  ex-officio 
member  of  all  committees  of  the  Executive  Board. 
He  shall  convene  special  meetings  of  the  Execu- 
tive Board  whenever  necessary  or  when  requested 
by  a  majority  of  the  Executive  Board.  He  shall 
interpret  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and 
his  interpretation  shall  be  subject  to  review  of 
the  Executive  Board.  He  shall  with  the  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, sign  all  checks  or  drafts  on  the 
funds  of  the  Council.  The  majority  of  the  Execu- 
tive Board  shall  choose  one  of  the  Executive 
Officers  to  succeed  the  President  during  his 
absence  or  resignation. 

SECTION  2.  The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist 
the  President. 

SECTION  3.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  shall 
keep  a  correct  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
convention  and  of  the  Executive  Board,  shall 
carry  on  all  correspondence  connected  with  the 
business  of  the  Council.  The  Secretary-Treasurer 
shall  pay  all  bills  duly  authorized  and  deposit  all 
income  and  receipts  in  the  bank  in  the  name  of 
the  Council.  He  shall  sign  with  the  President  all 
checks  and  drafts  on  the  fund  of  the  Council.  He 
shall  give  a  quarterly  report  on  the  condition  of 
the  treasury  to  the  Executive  Board,  shall  submit 
his  books  and  records  to  a  Certified  Public 
Accountant  within  one  month  of  each  convention, 
and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  are  usual 
to  his  office,  or  may  be  assigned  to  it.  The  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer shall  be  bonded  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  the  national  Congress  of  Indus- 
trial Organizations. 

SECTION  4.  Subject  to  the  disapproval  of  the 
Executive  Board  the  Executive  Officers  shall  ap- 
point and  determine  the  salary  of  the  Legislative 
Agent  who  shall  be  subject  to  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  Executive  Board  and  shall  sub- 
mit a  report  of  his  activities  to  the  State  Council. 
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The  Executive  Officers  shall  appoint  and  deter- 
mine the  salaries  of  all  other  employees. 

The  Executive  Officers  shall  have  the  authority 
subject  to  the  disapproval  of  the  Executive  Board 
to  make  such  contracts  as  necessary  for  the 
publication  of  a  newspaper  and  a  year  book. 

SECTION  5.  In  all  questions  not  covered  by 
this  Constitution,  the  Executive  Board  is  em- 
powered to  make  rules  governing  the  same  if 
necessary. 

SECTION  6.  Audits  shall  be  made  semi- 
annually, in  January  and  July,  by  a  Committee 
of  three  (3)  auditors,  to  be  selected  by  the  Execu- 
tive Board.  The  auditors  must  be  members  of 
affiliated  unions. 

ARTICLE  V 
Executive  Board 

The  State  Executive  Board  shall  enforce  the 
Constitution  and  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the 
convention,  and  between  conventions  shall  have 
the  power  to  direct  the  affairs  of  the  Council. 
The  Executive  Board  shall  meet  on  the  2nd  Sat- 
urday of  January  and  on  the  2nd  Saturday  of 
every  alternate  month  thereafter  and  special 
meetings  may  be  called  by  the  President  or  by  a 
majority  of  the  Board. 

Any  member  of  the  Executive  Board  who  is 
absent  for  three  (3)  consecutive  regular  meetings 
without  just  cause  shall  be  subject  to  replacement 
by  the  Executive  Board. 

ARTICLE  VI 

Convention  and  Delegates 

SECTION  1.  The  Council  shall  meet  annually 
in  the  city  designated  by  the  Executive  Officers. 


SECTION  2.  The  convention  committees  shall 
be  as  follows: 

Credentials  Committee 

Rules  Committee 

Organization  Committee 

Resolution  Committee 

Reception  and  Entertainment  Committee 

Election  Committee 

Education  Committee 

Constitution  Committee 

Legislation  Committee 

Appeals  and  Grievance  Committee 

Officers'  Report  Committee 

Finance  Committee 

P.  A.  C.  Committee 

Press  Committee 

Veterans  Committee 

SECTION  3.  Special  committees  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  subject  to  disapproval 
by  a  majority  of  the  Executive  Boardx  or  they 
may  be  appointed  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
convention. 

SECTION  4.  The  Council  Convention  shall  be 
composed  of  delegates  from  affiliated  local  unions 
in  Massachusetts. 

SECTION  5.  Delegates  to  the  convention  shall 
be  certified  by  their  union  on  credential  forms 
provided  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Council,  said 
forms  to  be  duly  signed  and  sealed  by  the  officers 
of  the  local  union. 

SECTION  6.  Only  members  in  good  standing 
of  the  local  unions  they  are  elected  to  represent 
shall  be  seated  as  delegates. 

SECTION  7.  Local  Unions  and  joint  boards 
chartered  by  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organi- 
zations and  by  national  and  international  unions 
affiliated  with  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organi- 
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zations  and  city  and  county  industrial  union 
councils  and  district  councils  of  locals  in  the 
State  are  to  be  admitted  into  affiliation  with  the 
Council. 

SECTION  8  (a).  Representation  at  the  an- 
nual convention  shall  be  based  upon  the  average 
per  capita  paid  to  the  state  organization  in  the 
twelve  (12)  months  prior  to  October  1st  of  any 
year. 

(b) .  New  locals  to  be  represented  at  the  annual 
convention  must  affiliate  no  later  than  September 
30th  of  any  year  and  such  new  locals  organized 
less  than  twelve  (12)  months  prior  to  the  con- 
vention shall  be  represented  on  the  basis  of  an 
average  monthly  per  capita  paid  to  the  Council 
during  the  months  of  their  affiliation. 

(c).  All  new  or  re-affiliating  locals,  previous 
to  the  convention,  shall  be  subject  to  review  and 
approval  by  the  Executive  Board  as  to  the 
authenticity  of  their  membership  in  order  to  be 
seated  as  delegates  at  the  convention. 

SECTION  9.  Local  unions  shall  be  represented 
on  the  following  basis:  one  delegate  for  the  first 
two  hundred  dues-paying  members  or  fraction 
thereof  and  one  delegate  for  each  additional  two 
hundred  dues-paying  members  or  major  fraction 
thereof.  Each  local  shall  be  entitled  to  at  least 
one  delegate.  Large  locals  which,  for  any  reason, 
do  not  wish  to  send  their  full  quota  of  delegates, 
may  reduce  their  delegation,  allowing  one  dele- 
gate to  represent  several  hundred  members,  up  to 
one  thousand,  with  one  vote  for  each  two  hundred 
members  or  major  fraction  thereof. 

SECTION  10.  Local  industrial  union  councils 
shall  be  entitled  to  two  delegates  with  one  vote 
for  each  delegate.  Delegates  from  industrial 
union  councils  must  be  members  of  a  local  union 
affiliated  with  the  CIO. 
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SECTION  11.  Joint  Boards  and  district 
councils  of  affiliated  unions  shall  be  entitled  to 
two  delegates,  with  one  vote  for  each  delegate. 

SECTION  12.  No  delegate  shall  be  entitled  to 
less  than  nor  more  than  five  votes,  nor  may  any 
one  delegate  represent  more  than  one  local  union 
or  council  or  joint  board. 

SECTION  13.  The  President  shall  appoint  the 
members  of  the  Convention  Committees,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Board  and  the 
Convention. 

SECTION  14.  The  President  shall  designate  a 
temporary  chairman  for  each  convention  commit- 
tee to  serve  until  such  time  as  each  convention 
committee  elects  a  permanent  chairman. 

SECTION  15.  The  convention  call  shall  be 
sent  out  not  later  than  sixty  (60)  days  before  the 
date  of  the  Convention. 

ARTICLE  VII 

Finances 

SECTION  1.  The  Council  shall  collect  a  per 
capita  tax  of  three  cents  (3)  per  dues-paying 
members  from  its  affiliated  unions.  Local  indus- 
trial councils,  joint  boards  and  district  councils 
shall  pay  an  annual  fee  of  twenty-five  dollars 
(25.00)  payable  quarterly  to  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  of  the  Council.  Each  Local  Union  shall 
be  required  to  pay  per  capita  to  the  Council  on 
the  basis  of  the  local  union's  per  capita  payments 
to  the  International  Union. 

There  shall  be  a  minimum  charge  to  a  local 
union  for  membership  in  the  Council  of  two  dol- 
lars  ($2.00)  per  month. 

SECTION  2.  Local  unions  in  arrears  to  the 
Council  for  three  (3)  months  shall  be  notified 
by  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  if  payment  in 
full  is  not  made  within  thirty   (30)    days  after 
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date  of  notification,  the  local  shall  be  suspended 
from  the  Council  until  its  arrearage  is  paid  and 
notice  of  lifting  of  such  suspension  shall  be  made 
by  the  Secretary-Treasurer. 

ARTICLE  VIII 
Amendments  and  Effective  Date 

SECTION  1.  This  Constitution  shall  be  in  full 
force  and  effect  from  December  12,  1948  and 
shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  until 
amended  or  changed  at  a  regular  convention  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  CIO  Industrial  Union 
Council. 

SECTION  2.  This  Constitution  may  be  amend- 
ed by  presentation  in  writing  of  said  amendment 
by  a  delegate  to  the  Constitution  Committee  at  a 
state-wide  convention,  and  by  a  majority  vote  of 
all  delegates  assembled  supporting  such  proposed 
amendment   upon   its    report   by   the   committee. 

SECTION  3.  This  Constitution  shall  in  no 
way  conflict  with  the  laws  and  rules  of  the 
National   Congress  of  Industrial   Organizations. 

Officers  and  Members  of 
EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

J.  WM.  BELANGER  Board  Members 

President  RALPH  ARIVELLA 

o  *  T  .r  a  m^x.  HUGH  BROWN 

SALVATORE  ARTHUR  P.  GILDEA 

CAMELIO  JOSEPH  GOYETTE 

Secretary-Treasurer  THOMAS  LEONE 

„.      „      .,  PETER  EVASIUS,  Jr. 

Vice-Presidents  JOHN  PARAN 

LEO  N.  MESSIER  FRANCIS  J.  WALSH 

MARTIN  WALSH  JOSEPH  DE  SPIRITO 

JACK  PRAGER  THOMAS  FLAVELL 
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